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* This guide provides information to enhance your
* Our coastal bays provide natural habitat for z boating experience and to help you safely navigate
bottlenose dolphins. Dolphins are wild animals that ' the waters of the Lower Perdido Basin and Perdido
should be treated with caution and respect. Federal . Pass, while protecting our valuable marine resources.
law dictates that it is illegal to feed, pursue or harass
dolphins.
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for their favorite food: aquatic plants. On average,
manatees travel at 3-4 mph, making it difficult to N r“
avoid a fast-moving boat, especially in shallow waters. EheNature@ = S3:7) Extension
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(such as fishing with monofilament lines, nets, and
hooks, littering and poaching) are some of the leading

1 ) causes of manatee deaths. Please report manatee
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Funding and support for this brochure was provided by the Islands of
Perdido Foundation and in part by a grant from the National Oceanic

P dod injuries and violations to the DGUPhin Island Sea Lab’s and Atmospheric Administration, Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource % .
eraiao Manatee Sighting Network: 1-866-493-5803. Management (Award #NAOBNOS4190462), Alabama Department Help Protect Our Marine Environment
. of Conservation and Natural Resources, State Lands Division, Coastal
Pass *1  Section and the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (Award #2009-

[ 0046-000). Additional support was given by the Alabama Coastal =3
d : | Foundation, Mobile Bay National Estuary Program, the City of Orange
*All marine mammals are protected under the Marine Mammal Beach, Gulf Shores-Orange Beach Tourism, Dauphin Island Sea Lab, The

D E TA I L o F P E R D I D O PA S S P"Ofe.CH?". Act (MMPA)/ which carries a ﬁn.e of 5201009 and one : Ntk Conservancy and local marinas and restaurants.

year in ail. Report injured or dead dolphins to the Institute for
Marine Mammal Studies at 1-888.767.3657. Report injured or

/ dead manatees to FWC af: 1-888.404.3922
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Photos courtesy of Dottie Byron, Dauphin Island Sea Lab.
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* This map provides an aerial view of the lower
map as your primary source of navigational information.

Perdido Basin. The icons identify canoe trailheads, : »
channels, no-motor zones, idle speed zones and 2 . Bear Point
sensitive seagrass beds. : : Marina

* Boaters may encounter restoration projects in
specific areas of Perdido Pass and Old River in
Alabama, and are encouraged to be respectful of
these efforts.
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BOATER’S ETIQUETTE

* Idle or raise motors when navigating
: . 7o through shallow areas.
ANt 4 St. John Reef ~—er’ Wy G 3 * Obey no-motor and no-wake/idle speed
= ¢ P / — 'Y & s ¢ AR zones.
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~ always put your engine in neutral when

. - P
-~ o N-’r', 7 \ .3 A FIora-Bam y LA s A MOU N D OF SAN D dolphins are near.
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actively feeding. They may mistake your
bait for food or become entangled in your
fishing line or net.

* Stay at least 100 feet from manatees.
The same federal protection law applies

to manatees and dolphins: do not entice,
chase, feed or touch them.

* Stash your trash and do not leave fishing
line behind. Fishing line can take up to 600
years to biodegrade, and can entangle or
be ingested by marine wildlife. Line can
also get caught in boat propellers.

* Our living shorelines are home to fascinating ecosystems
and are a crucial link between the land and sea. Sand dunes
are our coast’s first line of defense against storms. They also
provide nesting habitat for a large variety of birds and several
species of sea turtles. Sea oats help stabilize the dunes and
provide necessary cover for these coastal residents.

The Alabama Coastal Foundation  Dauphin Island Sea Lab * To protect our dunes and the animals that need them, please
251.990.6002 251.861.2141 do not walk on sand dunes or cross fenced-off areas. State law

Caribe www.joinACF.org www.disl.org prohibits the harvesting of sea oats.
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